MOLD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Mold  Urban.  District  Council. 


Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Mold  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1956. 

From  Table  I it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  live- 
births  was  100  compared  with  99  in  1955,  giving  a slight  rise 
in  the  birth-rate. 

Table  II  shows  that  there  were  6 still-births,  compared 
with  1 in  1955.  In  Table  III,  it  is  shown  that  there  was  a rise 
in  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  76  in  1955  to  82  in  1956, 
giving  a crude  death-rate  of  12.48  per  1,000.  Table  IV  gives 
an  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death.  Of  the  82  deaths,  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  accounted  for  49,  and 
cancer  for  10.  In  a population  which  has  an  ever  increasing 
number  of  old  people,  those  figures  must  be  expected  to  show 
an  increase,  as  these  complaints  are  found  mainly  in  the 
elderly.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  once  more  that  there  were 
no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth.  There 
were  6 deaths  from  infectious  diseases — all  from  pneumonia. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

There  were  5 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  compared 
with  3 in  1955,  and  6 still-births  compared  with  1. 

Concerning  housing  conditions,  the  list  of  applicants  is 
still  large.  During  the  year,  many  very  deserving  cases  were 
re-housed.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  unavoidably  high 
rents  of  new  houses  may  cause  prospective  applicants  to  re- 
consider their  position.  A points  scheme  for  allocation  of 
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Council  houses  was  put  into  operation.  As  was  to  be  expec- 
ted, many  difficulties  were  met  with,  and  I am  indebted  to 
the  Council  and  the  staff  for  their  patience  and  help  in  this 
matter. 

Slum  clearance  proceedings  were  started  in  connection 
with  the  old  houses  in  Milford  Street,  this  area  being  the 
first  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Council’s  five-year  plan  for  the 
demolition  of  76  houses. 

During  the  year  there  were  5 cases  of  notifiable  disease 
(excluding  Tuberculosis).  Concerning  Tuberculosis,  there 
were  10  cases  compared  with  7 in  1955,  and  there  were  no 
deaths  from  this  complaint. 

A glance  through  this  Report  will  show  that  health  con- 
ditions in  the  District  were  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

There  was  the  usual  anxiety  concerning  water  shortage 
during  the  summer.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  adequate  supplies 
will  be  available  when  re-grouping  of  water  undertakings  is 
completed. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  as  a whole, 
and  your  officers,  for  the  assistance  which  has  been  so  readily 
given  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  J.  FRASER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SECTION  A. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  INCLUDING  CHIEF 

INDUSTRIES. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  area  under  this  head- 
ing during  the  year  under  review. 
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Area  in  acres — 1160  statutory  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  : — 

Census  1951 — 6,436. 

Mid-year  1955 — 6,590. 

Mid-year  1956—6,570. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 2,003. 

Rateable  value — £70,410. 

Product  of  a penny  rate — £282/12/7. 

Vital  Statistics — These  are  given  in  tabular  form.  For 
purposes  of  comparison,  figures  for  last  year  are  given,  and, 
where  appropriate,  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole. 

TABLE  I.  Births. 


Live  Births. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total 


47 

52 

99 

— 

1 

1 

47 

53 

100 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population:— 

1955— 15.02. 

1956— 15.22. 

England  and  Wales  : Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  :— 

1955— 15.0. 

1956— 15.7. 


These  figures  show  a slight  rise  in  the  local  birth  rate. 
Ihere  were  100  live  births,  compared  with  99  in  1955. 

1 n?  ,fleglstrar . General’s  “ Comparability  Factor  ” being 
1.02,  the  corrected  birth  rate  is  15.52  per  1,000  population. 
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TABLE  II.  Still  Births. 


Males. 

Legitimate  ...  2 

Illegitimate  ...  — 


Total  ...  2 


Females.  Total. 

3 ~ 5 

1 ...  1 


4 6 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births : — 

1955— 10.00. 

1956— 56.60. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population : — 

1955— 0.15  • 

1956— 0.91. 

England  and  Wales : Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still 
Births  : — 

1955— 23.1. 

1956— 23.0. 

There  were  6 still  births  in  1956  compared  with  1 in  1955. 

TABLE  III.  Death  (General)  Rate  : — 

All  ages  (all  causes) — Males  38,  Females  44,  Total  82, 
compared  with  76  in  1955. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  :— 

1954— 10.30. 

1955— 11.53. 

1956— 12.48. 

England  and  Wales : Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

1954— 11.3. 

1955— 11.7. 

1956— 11.7. 

There  has  been  a rise  in  the  crude  death  rate  for  the 
Mold  Urban  District.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
remains  the  same.  The  rate  for  Mold  is  slightly  higher  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 
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TABLE  IV.  Deaths  (General)  Analysis. 


Causes. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1 000 
Population. 

Cancer  of  stomach  

1 

2 

3 

0.45 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus  

2 

— 

2 

0.30 

Cancer  of  uterus  

— 

1 

1 

0.15 

Cancer  of  other  organs  

4 

— 

4 

0.60 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

9 

13 

22 

3.34 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

7 

6 

13 

1.97 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

— 

1 

0.15 

Other  heart  disease  

3 

8 

11 

1.67 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

0.30 

Other  respiratory  disease 

1 

— 

1 

0.15 

Pneumonia 

4 

2 

6 

0.91 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

1 

2 

0.30 

Congenital  malformations  

1 

— 

1 

0.15 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

5 

7 

1.06 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

I 

— 

1 

0.15 

All  other  accidents 

— 

3 

3 

0.45 

Gastritis,  enteritis  

— 

1 

1 

0.15 

Total  ...  38  44  82 


From  this  table  it  is  seen  that  the  leading  causes  of  death 
were  again  circulatory  diseases  with  49  deaths,  and  cancer  in 
one  form  or  another  with  10  deaths.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from  pneumonia  numbered  six.  Four  persons 
died  from  accidents. 

TABLE  V.  Deaths  (Childbirth)— Nil. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  once  again  there  were  no 
deaths  attributable  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth. 

TABLE  VI.  Death  Rate  (Infantile)— that  is,  infants  under 
one  year  old  : — 


6 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


Males.  Females.  Total. 
2 ...  3 ...  5 


2 3 5 


Infantile  Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  babies  per  1,000 
Legitimate  Births : — 

1955— 31.57. 

1956— 50.50. 

Infantile  Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  babies  per  1,000 
Illegitimate  Births : — 

1955—  Nil. 

1956—  Nil. 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  (Legitimate 
and  Illegitimate) : — 

1955— 30.30. 

1956— 50.00. 

England  and  Wales : Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births : — 

1955— 24.9. 

1956— 23.8. 

There  were  5 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  old,  com- 
pared with  3 in  1955.  All  were  less  than  a month  old. 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

Officers — The  Officers  serving  the  Urban  District  during 
the  year  were  : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— D.  J.  Fraser,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor — 

C.  R.  Cresswell,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Inspector — I.  W.  Wynne,  M.S.I.A. 

Laboratory  Facilities — Provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  at  Conway  and  Birkenhead,  and  the  Public 
Analyst,  Chester. 

Ambulance  Services — Provided  by  the  Flintshire  County 
Council.  Ambulances  are  stationed  within  the  Urban  Area 
on  a 24-hour  service. 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services  are  provided  by 
the  County  Council.  Two  District  Nurse/Midwives  reside  in 
the  area. 

Home  Help — This  service  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  Persons  requiring  home  help  should  get  in  touch 
with  the  Home  Help  Organiser  at  the  County  Health  De- 
partment or  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Tuberculosis. 

Clinics — “ Oaklands,”  Chester  Road,  Queensferry  ; Wed- 
nesdays at  9-30  a.m.  The  Clinic,  Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham  ; 
Mondays  at  9-30  a.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  Clinic,  Mold.  First  and  third  Mondays  of  the  month 
at  9-30  a.m. 

School  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  Wednesdays  at  9-30 

a.m. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  The  first  Friday  of  the 
month  at  1-30  p.m. 

Anti-Poliomyelitis  Immunisation. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  (By  appointment). 
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Dental  Clinic. 

Schoolchildren  and  expectant  mothers  are  treated  at  the 
Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold,  by  appointment. 

Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

Shotton— New  Clinic,  Central  School.  First  and  third 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  10  a.m.,  and  at  Wrexham  and 
Holywell. 

Infant  Welfare. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  Wednesdays  at  1-30 

p.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  The  second  and  fourth 
Mondays  of  the  month  at  1-30  p.m.  (by  appointment). 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  Second  and  fourth  Tues- 
days of  the  month. 

Health  Visiting. 

Health  Visitor/School  Nurses  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council.  These  Nurses  visit  children  in  their  homes 
up  to  school  age,  and  attend  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
sessions. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

This  service  is  maintained  by  close  liaison  between  the 
Medical  Officer,  Health  Visitor /School  Nurses,  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors,  Home  Helps  Organiser,  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, the  County  Health  Department,  and  voluntary  bodies, 
including  associations  caring  for  the  -blind  and  deaf,  and 
those  otherwise  handicapped. 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  general  medical  practi- 
tioners, but  it  may  be  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  on  re- 
quest. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47).  (Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  at- 
tention). 
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No  cases  were  dealt  with  under  this  heading  during  the 
year,  but  several  cases  were  visited  in  this  connection. 

Hospitals. 

Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Clwyd  and 
Deeside  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Mold  Cottage 
Hospital  remains  in  use  and  provides  services  for  local  resi- 
dents. Patients  are  admitted  to  other  hospitals  in  the  dis- 
trict, mainly  in  Wrexham  and  Chester.  The  provision  of 
out-patient  facilities  at  Mold  is  much  appreciated  by  local 
residents. 


SECTION  C. 


Water  Supply. 

Mold  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Mold  Undertaking 
of  the  Wales  Gas  Board.  The  reservoir,  situated  on  the 
eastern  slopes  of  Moel  Fammau,  and  built  towards  the  end 
of  last  century,  has  insufficient  storage  space  for  the  needs 
of  the  town.  With  the  continuing  growth  of  the  town,  and 
the  building  of  more  and  more  houses,  the  problem  of 
drought  in  the  summer  months  will  become  more  acute. 
During  drought  in  the  summer  months  the  supply  from 
Brith  Dir  Mawr  reservoir  is  supplemented  by  water  obtained 
from  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  water  supply.  It  may  be 
possible  in  the  future  to  obtain  more  water  from  this  source, 
when  Birkenhead  Corporation  will  have  completed  its  scheme 
for  extraction  of  water  from  the  River  Dee. 

It  appears  that  the  Gas  Board  have  no  contract  with 
Birkenhead  Corporation  for  the  supply  of  water  in  emer- 
gency, so  that  the  provision  of  supplies,  in  drought,  depends 
on  the  goodwill  of  Birkenhead  Corporation,  and  on  whether 
the  areas  supplied  by  Birkenhead,  under  contract,  have  suffi- 
cient for  their  needs.  This  unsatisfactory  position  should  be 
corrected  when  the  re-grouping  of  water  undertakings  is 
completed.  ° 

Quality  of  \Vater  Supply — The  water  is  chlorinated  as  it 
leaves  the  reservoir. 
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Bacteriological  examination  of  water — Water  samples  are 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Birkenhead 
and  Conway. 

Independent  samples  are  regularly  taken  by  the  Wales 
Gas  Board. 

Of  27  water  samples  taken,  25  were  class  1 satisfactory, 
and  2 were  satisfactory  in  repeat  samples.  Occasional  com- 
plaints are  made  by  the  public  concerning  an  unpleasant 
taste  in  the  water.  This  is  caused  by  slight  over-chlorina- 
tion, and  can  be  removed  by  letting  the  water  stand  for  a time 
or  by  boiling  it.  This  over-chlorination  is  perfectly  harm- 
less to  health,  and  it  makes  certain  that  the  water  is  fit  to 
be  used.  One  complete  chemical  analysis  of  the  water  was 
made,  the  report  being  satisfactory. 

Certificate  of  Analysis  : — 

“ Chemical  Analysis.  In  parts  per  million  of  water. 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution  140.0 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates  0.38 

Lead,  copper,  zinc  — 

Chlorine  in  chlorides  14.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  potassium  perman- 
ganate in  4 hours  at  80  deg.  F 1.16 

Free  and  saline  ammonia  0.02 

Albuminoid  ammonia  0.10 

Microscopical  deposit  — 

Temporary  hardness  15.0 

Permanent  hardness  20.0 

pH  value  ...  , 6.6 

pH  after  calcium  carbonate 7.6 

Saturation  Index  1-0 


The  above  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory.” 

In  September,  complaints  were  received  from  residents 
in  Gwernaffield  Road  concerning  the  quality  and  appearance 
of  their  tap- water.  The  Wales  Gas  Board’s  workmen  were 
replacing  corroded  mains  in  this  area,  and  the  water  had  to 
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be  turned  off  at  certain  hours.  As  a result  of  emptying  the 
water  main,  much  sediment  became  detached  from  the  lin- 
ing of  the  main,  and  this,  together  with  the  addition  of 
chlorinating  fluid,  gave  the  water  an  unattractive  appearance 
and  taste.  Since  the  work  was  completed,  the  supply  in  the 
area  has  improved,  and  samples  have  been  satisfactory. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

During  the  year  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  kept 
in  good  order,  the  improvements  having  been  completed. 

No  official  complaints  were  made  regarding  river  pollu- 
tion. Monthly  samples  of  fluid  effluent  or  stream  water  were 
sent  for  analysis.  The  results  were  satisfactory. 

Extra  supervision  of  the  works  is  necessary  in  times  of 
heavy  rainfall,  as  there  is  then  risk  of  flooding.  If  the  works 
are  properly  supervised,  there  should  be  no  danger  in  the 
future  of  river  pollution. 

Heavy  rainfall  always  creates  a problem,  as  most  of  the 
surface  water  in  the  town  runs  into  the  foul  sewers.  Great 
care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  surface  water  from  new  private 
and  Council  properties  is  not  turned  into  the  foul  sewer,  and 
during  1957  it  is  hoped  to  lay  a new  9 ins.  surface  water  sewer 
in  Milford  Street,  and  to  connect  to  this  new  sewer  as  many 
surface  water  drains  as  possible. 

It  was  decided  to  replace  two  of  the  three  centrifugal 
sewage  pumps  with  new  pumps  as  the  cost  of  overhauling 
the  old  pumps  was  high.  The  third  pump  has  already  been 
overhauled  and  will  be  kept  as  a reserve  pump  for  use  mainly 
on  pumping  storm  water. 

For  many  years  the  dried  sludge  has  been  removed 
regularly  by  a firm  of  seed  merchants.  They  are  no  longer 
prepared  to  take  the  sludge,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to 
get  local  farmers  interested.  Difficulty  in  dealing  with  sludge 
is  experienced  in  long  periods  of  wet  weather  as  there  are 
no  mechanical  or  artificial  means  of  sludge-drying  at  the 
works,  and  drying  depends  upon  the  atmospheric  conditions. 
The  amount  of  sludge  received  at  the  works  appears  to  be 
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steadily  increasing,  and  it  will  'be  necessary  within  the  next 
year  or  two  to  consider  extending  the  area  for  sludge  drying 
by  the  construction  of  new  beds. 

Schools. 

All  schools  are  regularly  visited,  and  the  children  have 
periodical  medical  examinations.  B.C.G.  vaccination  against 
Tuberculosis  is  offered  to  children  of  13  years  on  consent  of 
the  parents. 

House  Refuse. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  the  Authority’s  labour. 

Cardboard  and  waste  paper  from  the  shops  is  collected 
separately  each  week.  During  the  year  the  best  of  this 
material  was  weighed  and  sold  to  a Contractor  at  New  Brigh- 
ton. The  price  per  ton  received  was  £3,  and  the  total  income 
was  £90/3/0. 

The  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year  and  disposal  was  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping. 

Continual  efforts  were  made  early  in  the  year  to  find 
new  tipping  space  and  eventually  due  to  the  sale  of  shale  from 
the  Council’s  land  in  Bromfield  Lane,  access  to  low  lying 
land  at  the  rear  of  Messrs.  T.  Kinsey’s  works  was  possible. 
Tipping  commenced  on  this  site  in  November,  and  there  is 
sufficient  space  to  provide  adequate  disposal  for  all  house  re- 
fuse for  four  or  five  years.  In  addition  to  this  area,  the 
land  at  present  being  cleared  of  shale  will  provide  good  tip- 
ping space  for  at  least  another  twelve  years  and  planning 

approval  for  its  use  as  a tip  has  been  given. 

TABLE  VII. 

Number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  Public  Health 
matters  : — 

Visits  re  complaints  of  defects  452 

Re-visits  to  property  under  notice  234 

Inspections  under  Building  Byelaws  156 

Shops  and  food  stores  115 
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Slaughterhouses  

Re  refuse  collection  and  disposal  ... 
Re  infectious  diseases  and  disinfection 

Issue  of  Petrol  Licences  

Factories  Act  

Interviews  with  Owners  or  Agents 
Dirty  or  verminous  premises 

Bakehouses  

Sewage  Works  

Dairies  

Water  Sampling  

TABLE  VIII. 

Notices  Served : — 

Informal  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Formal  under  Housing  Acts 
Abatement  under  Public  Health  Acts 


612 

32 

18 

7 

58 

77 

15 

110 

3 

48 


26 

5 


Total  ...  31 


TABLE  IX. 

Work  Done : — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  repaired  40 

Drain  obstructions  removed 205 

Dangerous  floors  repaired  4 

Roofs  and  gutters  repaired 115 

Plaster  repaired  83 

Windows  repaired  41 

Bakehouse  walls  cleansed  3 

Cesspools  emptied  1 

Plumbing  repairs  completed 138 

Dangerous  structures  made  safe  1 

Hedges  lopped  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  supplied  improved  3 

Doors  repaired  26 

Yards  repaired  2 


SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  7 privately-built  houses  were  erected,  24 
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Council  houses  were  completed,  and  3 privately-built  houses 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  By  the  end 
of  the  year  the  total  number  of  Council  houses  was  626  out 
of  2,003  inhabited  houses  in  the  district.  The  applications 
for  Council  house  tenancies  amounted  to  261.  Of  this  num- 
ber, over  60  per  cent,  were  families  in  rooms.  Considerable 
overcrowding  exists,  especially  in  the  Council-owned  houses. 
Little  can  be  done  to  abate  this  until  new  houses  become 
available.  During  the  year  many  cases  of  gross  overcrowding 
were  relieved. 

A start  was  made  in  August  on  the  construction  of  the 
first  16  houses  which  are  to  provide  accommodation  for 
families  displaced  from  properties  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion and  due  for  demolition. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

No  applications  were  received  for  licences  to  station 
moveable  dwellings  within  the  district.  During  the  summer 
months  one  or  two  farmers  permit  their  land  to  be  used  as 
sites  for  caravans  but  in  no  case  was  a site  used  for  more  than 
42  consecutive  days  or  for  more  than  60  days  within  a twelve 
month  period. 

Housing  Act,  1949,  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Interest  in  improving  properties  under  the  provisions  of 
the  above  Acts  has  been  maintained. 

Persons  seeking  advice  are  usually  recommended  to  get 
professional  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  plans  and  speci- 
fications. Improvement  schemes  prepared  by  Architects,  etc., 
present  little  difficulty  and  the  work  in  these  cases  usually 
proceeds  smoothly  to  everyone’s  satisfaction.  However,  many 
applicants  seem  to  prefer  to  prepare  their  own  schemes  with 
or  without  the  assistance  of  friends.  This  type  of  applica- 
tion often  takes  a considerable  time  to  deal  with,  involving 
numerous  visits  to  the  property  and  consultations  with  the 
owner. 

During  the  year  7 applicants  were  granted  financial  as- 
sistance towards  the  improvement  of  dwellings. 
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Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  Council  are  the  authority  for  the  enforcement  of 
those  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  ventilation,  tempera- 
ture and  sanitary  accommodation. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  eradication  of  rats  and  mice  has  been  proceeded 
with  during  the  year,  a trained  man  being  employed  part- 
time  on  the  work.  The  service  is  subject  to  a grant  under 
approved  conditions  and  is  kept  as  self-supporting  as  possible. 
Council-owned  properties  are  inspected  regularly  and  treat- 
ments for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  are  carried  out 
as  and  when  necessary. 

Any  business  premises  or  privately  owned  dwelling 

houses  found  to  be  infested  are  treated  similarly.  In  the 
case  of  business  premises  the  owner  or  occupier  is  charged 
with  the  cost  of  the  work. 

The  following  number  of  surveys  and  treatments  have 
been  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

Surveys.  Treatments. 

29  ...  11 

32  ...  19 

27  ...  13 

7 ...  — 

Public  Conveniences. 

There  are  two  sets  of  Public  Conveniences  in  the  district. 
These  are  cleansed  daily  and  kept  in  as  satisfactory  a con- 
dition as  is  possible.  The  ladies’  section  of  the  Market  Hall 
conveniences  is  badly  designed  and  poorly  ventilated,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  improve  it  in  any  way. 

Complaints  regarding  the  condition  of  the  public  con- 
veniences are  occasionally  received — mainly  from  persons  who 
iave  been  visiting  the  town.  Vandalism,  including  smash- 
ing o nxtuies  and  even  lighting  of  fires,  is  constantly  oc- 
curring. J 


Dwelling  House 
Business  Premises 
Council  Properties 
Farms 
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An  application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  a loan  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
new  public  conveniences  in  the  Earl  Road  Car  Park.  One 
of  the  Ministry  Inspectors  visited  the  town  and  inspected 
the  existing  conveniences  and  the  proposed  site  for  the  new 
ones  but  loan  sanction  was  refused  due  to  the  prevailing 
financial  conditions. 


SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  survey  of  all  premises  selling  food  was  continued. 
115  inspections  and  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  this  and  in 
a number  of  cases  the  premises  were  found  to  be  unsatisfac- 
tory in  one  way  or  another. 

The  majority  of  premises  inspected  were  found  to  be 
without  an  adequate  supply  of  hot  water.  Other  shortcom- 
ings were  : — 

1.  Inadequate  protection  of  open  food. 

2.  Premises  in  need  of  re-decorating. 

3.  Lack  of  proper  covered  receptacles  for  storage  of  refuse. 

4.  Absence  of  notices  reminding  assistants  to  wash  their 
hands. 

In  each  case  the  attention  of  the  occupier  was  drawn  to 
the  defects  and  progress  is  being  made  towards  bringing  the 
premises  up  to  standard. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  stalls  on  the  open  mar- 
ket selling  food. 

Sampling  of  Food  (by  Mr.  E.  Lewis,  County  Public  Health 
Inspector). 

During  the  year,  34  samples  of  food  were  taken.  The 
following  articles  were  sampled  : — 

Milk  12 

Dairy  products  3 

Sausages  4 
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Patent  medicines  2 

Miscellaneous  groceries  3 

Alcoholic  drinks  3 

Bread  and  confectionery  3 

Ice  cream  and  lollie  ices  ...  ...  4 

All  samples  were  found  to  he  genuine.  None  were  be- 
low standard. 

Ice  Cream. 

All  of  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  is  manufactured 
in  factories  situated  in  other  areas  and  it  is  pre-packed.  The 
standard  of  cleanliness  of  ice  cream  is  satisfactory.  Twenty- 
three  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Milk. 

In  1955  this  district  was  included  in  a “ Specified  Area,” 
which  means  that  only  those  milks  which  bear  a special 
designation  may  be  sold  in  the  district.  This  new  legislation 
will  assist  in  the  eradication  of  milk-borne  diseases,  parti- 
cularly tuberculosis. 

The  quality  of  milk  from  the  point  of  view  of  composi- 
tion is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority.  Most  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district 
is  supplied  by  two  large  firms  outside  the  district,  and  this 
milk  is  heat  treated  or  tuberculin  tested.  There  are  three 
producer-retailers  in  the  district.  They  are  supervised  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Samples  taken 
were  genuine. 

TABLE  X. 

Number  of  animals  inspected  at  the  Abattoir  : — 


Sheep 

7230 

Cattle 

903 

Calves 

218 

Pigs 

3229 

Total 


11,580 
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TABLE  XI. 

Meat.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cows.  Cows.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs, 

including  and 

Cattle  Sheep 

Number  killed  ...  903  ...  5 ...  218  ...  7230  ...  3229 


All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ...  173 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  ...  19.3 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ...  39 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  ...  4.31 


...  2 ...  1 ...  137  ...  182 

...  40  ...  2.2  ...  1.89  ...  5.63 

...  — ...  1 ...  — ...  1 

...  — ...  — ...  — ...  120 

...  — ...  .45  ...  — ...  3.71 


There  are  three  licensed  slaughter  houses  within  the  dis- 
trict, and  repairs  and  improvements  were  carried  out  at  all 
the  premises  during  the  year. 

In  two  of  the  slaughter  houses  in  particular,  however, 
the  design,  structure  and  fittings  are  still  not  up  to  the  stan- 
dards we  should  like,  and  the  facilities  for  meat  inspection 
are  inadequate  in  all  cases. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  continues  to  rise 
and  this  has  meant  overtime  working  at  nights  and  week- 
ends. 


One  calf  was  found  to  be  affected  with  congenital  tuber- 
culosis, and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Fisheries  and  Food 
were  notified  accordingly. 


19 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  and  1954. 

Licences  were  granted  to  12  persons  permitting  them  to 
slaughter  animals  in  a Slaughterhouse  or  Knacker  s Yard  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Acts. 


TABLE  XII. 

Food  unfit  for  human  consumption  voluntarily 
surrendered. 


Tins, 

Lbs. 

Corned  beef 

18 

...  — 

Evaporated  milk  ... 

10 

...  — 

Condensed  milk 

4 

...  — 

Ham 

13 

...  13 

Boneless  gammon 

3 

...  — 

Beef  liver 

— 

...  3 

Bacon 

— 

...  58 

Ox  tongue 

1 

...  — 

Pork  luncheon  meat 

9 

...  — 

Minced  beef  loaf  ... 

1 

...  — 

Minced  meat 

— 

...  14 

Steak 

2 

...  — 

Frozen  lambs’  liver 

1 

— 

Tomatoes 

190 

...  — 

Fruit 

76 

...  — 

Pure  cream 

1 

...  — 

Lime  juice 

1 

...  — 

Fish 

— 

...  52 

Pilchards 

2 

. . . 

Salmon 

1 

...  — 

Shrimps 

— 

...  — 

Vegetables 

2 

...  — 

Carrots 

1 

— 

Beans 

7 

...  

Peas 

2 

— 

Strained  foods 

4 

— 

Soup 

4 

...  

Cheese 

— 

— 

Stone. 


Case.  Carton. 


1 


1 
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Condemned  Food. 

When  food  has  to  be  condemned  it  is  inspected  either 
by  the  Medical  Officer  or  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  The 
owner  is  given  a certificate  so  that  he  may  get  credit  for  the 
goods  from  the  wholesale  supplier,  and  the  food  is  destroyed 
at  the  Council’s  tip.  In  the  case  of  vegetables  and  green- 
stuffs,  pig  keepers  may  be  allowed  to  remove  such  food  for 
feeding  animals.  Condemned  meat  is  weighed  and  is  sprayed 
with  green  dye  before  being  sold  to  fertiliser  manufacturers. 


Factories. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 
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SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  and  control  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis),  1956. 

TABLE  XIII. 


Diseases. 

Cases  notified. 

Deaths. 

notified. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 (0) 



Whooping  Cough 

0 (0)  ... 

— 

Measles 

0 (38) 

— 

Ac.  Pneumonia 

0 (1)  ... 

6 

Meningitis 

...  ,..  0 (0)  ... 

— 

Erysipelas 

0 (1)  - 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 (0)  - 

— 

Total  ...  5 (40)  6 


Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1955. 


TABLE  XIV. 


Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases.  The  figures  shown  in 
column  1 of  the  previous  table  are  analysed  in  age  groups 
below. 


Number  of  cases  notified  as  having  occurred  among  per- 
sons of  the  ages  immediately  below  specified. 


Disease. 

Under  1.  1-2.  3-4.  5-9. 

10-14.  15-24. 

25  & Age 
over.  Unknown. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Poliomyelitis 

;;;  I Z Z 1 

1 

1 — 

There  was  one  case  of  Infantile  Paralysis  (Poliomyelitis). 
There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  no  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  during  the  year  . 
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Influenza,  which  caused  no  deaths,  was  prevalent  at  pie 
beginning  of  the  year.  Immunisation  against  Whooping 
Cough  is  now  available  at  the  Clinic,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that"  this  most  disabling  disease  of  childhood  will  be  eradi- 
cated. Many  mothers  in  the  area  have  already  had  their 
children  protected. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  notified  in  1956. 


Age  Groups. 

Non- 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

Total 

Under  5 years 

— 

2 

2 

5-14  years 

— 

... 

1 

1 

15-24  „ 

1 

1 

2 

25-44  „ 

3 

— 

3 

45-64  „ 

— 

. . . 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

2 

All  ages 

6 

4 

10 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  notifications  of  new  pulmonary 
cases  numbered  6,  and  the  non-respiratory  cases  4,  total  10, 
compared  with  7 in  1955.  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuber- 
culosis. Of  the  new'  cases,  6 were  males,  4 females.  All  these 
patients  visited  the  Chest  Clinics,  and  were  supervised  at 
home  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors. 

Mass  X-Ray  Survey,  1955-1956. 

The  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board  visited  the  town  and  was  stationed  in  the  Assembly 
Hall.  A record  number  of  persons  presented  themselves  for 
examination— 2,019,  compared  with  1,899  in  1954.  Analysis 
of  the  results  show  that  865  males  and  1,154  females  were 
examined.  No  active  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
found,  but  two  persons  required  observation  for  a period. 
118  persons  had  other  chest  abnormalities,  and  11  had  disease 
of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system.  There  were  19  cases,  all 
males,  of  pneumoconiosis— a complaint  associated  with  occu- 
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pations  such  as  coalmining  and  quarry-working.  32  persons 
were  found  to  have  abnormality  of  the  bones  of  the  chest. 
In  all,  65  males  and  53  females  had  abnormalities — 5.94  per 
cent,  of  the  number  examined. 

373  pupils  (192  boys  and  181  girls)  from  the  Grammar 
School,  and  341  (156  boys  and  185  girls)  from  the  Secondary 
School,  were  examined,  and  no  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
found.  65  members  of  the  staff  (21  males,  44  females)  were 
also  examined. 

I consider  that  the  result  of  the  visit  of  the  Unit  was 
satisfactory. 

Many  of  the  male  population  who  work  outside  the  Dis- 
trict are  regularly  x-rayed  when  the  Unit  visits  the  factories. 
These  are  not  included  in  the  above  totals. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  X-Ray  Unit  to 
visit  Mold  one  day  every  three  weeks.  It  will  be  stationed 
at  the  Clinic,  King  Street,  and  will  be  open  to  the  public 
until  7 p.m.  Medical  practitioners  may  also  refer  cases  for 
x-ray,  so  that  patients  will  not  have  to  travel  to  Wrexham 
as  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past. 


